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QUESTION BOX
Weakening Non-violence?

Q. In the instructions issued by the Working Commit-
tee of the Congress in the matter of organizing Gongress
volunteers it has been clearly stated that the organiza-
tion should be based on "strictly non-violent basis". In the
pledge forms prepared in this behalf by some Congress
committees, however, it is stated that volunteers when on
duty only should observe non-violence. The Karnatak
P. C. C. has prepared volunteers' pledge in this form. The
Chief Organizer of volunteers in the Province appointed
by the K. P. C. C. declared in a public meeting:held for the
purpose of enrolling volunteers that a Congress volunteer
even on duty might exercise the right of private defence
by resorting to violence in an emergency, and further that
such an action on his part did not contravene the instruc-
tions of the Working Committee. All this is creating con-
fusion. If the instructions of the Working Committee are
not to be strictly carried out, it would be better that the
conditioii of non-violence were dropped altogether rather
than were allowed to be diluted to suit individual ideas.
What is your opinion in the matter?

A* My answers must not be taken as authentic in ques-
tions the answers to which require the imprimatur of the
Congress as this one does. My personal opinion is decisive.
Violence in self-defence has no place in any corps organiz-
ed by or in the name of the Congress. There can be no
laxity in the enforcement of this rule without risking a
break-down of the whole non-violent structure in the Con-
gress. Use of violence in private self-defence is 'said to be
permitted by the Congress because the Congress does not
and cannot regulate the personal and private life of indi-
vidual Congressmen. The individual in his private life is
unfettered by the rules of the Congress. He is dominated
by his own ethical code, if any,
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